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BERKS COUNTY WATER & SEWER ASSOCIATION

Berks County’s association for superintendents, operators, professional services and more.
WHO WE ARE
Since 2013, the Berks County Water and Sewer Association (BCW&SA) has been an organization that works to promote best practices
in the water and sewer industry in Berks County. We are a nonprofit organization, initiated by a group of devoted municipal officials
through the Berks Municipal Partnership, County of Berks Commissioners and Planning Commission, Center for Excellence in Local
Government, water and sewer service providers, Greater Reading Economic Partnership and the economic development community.
WHAT WE DO
We sponsor networking events, an annual conference, training and special meetings throughout the year to address water and wastewater
issues. Business meetings are held monthly in Roessner Hall on Albright College’s Reading, Pa. campus. Presentations are designed to
bring new products and procedures to the attention of the members, specifically new regulations required by the Pennsylvania Department
of Environmental Protection and other state and federal regulatory agencies. Additional topics include operations, capital improvement
planning, economic development, labor relations and employee contracts. Through our annual conference and other training, we offer
opportunities to earn continuing education credits toward operator or professional engineering licenses.
OUR VISION
The BCW&SA works to provide all Berks County water and sewer operators, providers and professionals with premier services for
education, best practices and information about environmental regulations and requirements. The association strives to educate
all individuals in the industry, promote economic growth and build long-lasting relationships with others for the advancement of
the professional as well as the association.
WHO CAN JOIN?
We offer different membership types specific to business and industry needs. Individual memberships are also available.
System and Municipal Membership – Water and wastewater utilities; bulk and vended water suppliers; private, commercial and
industrial water suppliers; private, commercial and industrial collection and treatment systems; municipalities.
Joint Membership – Water and sewer systems with overlapping service areas may sign up for joint membership.
Business Member – Commercial and professional service providers that directly or indirectly support the water and wastewater
industries. This includes services provided by vendors, contract operations, engineering, environmental, accounting, legal and
economic development organizations.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
MORNING PROGRAMS
7:30-8 a.m. Registration/browse vendor displays, McMillan Center Lobby (all tracks)
8-8:15 a.m. Welcome and introductions, Wachovia Theatre (with Chip Bilger, chairman)
8:15-9:15 a.m.
		
		
		
		

Concurrent sessions
Chemical Safety (Part 1), Klein Lecture Hall (W/WW track)
PENNVEST Funding Update, Wachovia Theatre (management track)
Utilizing Ultra-Low Range Chlorine Analysis to Optimize (W/WW track)
Dechlorination Processes, Wachovia Theatre (management track)

9:15-9:30 a.m. Vendor displays, McMillan Center Lobby (all tracks)
9:30-10:30 a.m.
		
		
		

Concurrent sessions
Chemical Safety (part 2), Klein Lecture Hall (W/WW track)
Supply Chain Update, Wachovia Theatre (management track)
DEP Water Wastewater Update, Wachovia Theatre (management track)

MID-DAY PROGRAMS
10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Regulatory Update, Wachovia Theatre (all tracks)
		 Vendor Presentations, McMillan Center Lobby (all tracks)
		Lunch, McMillan Center, South Lounge
		 Presentation by Albright College Science Research Institute, McMillan Center, South Lounge (all tracks)
		 Building a Public Support Coalition – RAWA, McMillan Center, South Lounge (all tracks)

AFTERNOON PROGRAMS
1:30-3 p.m.
		
		
		

Concurrent sessions
Trench Training (Part 1), Wachovia Theatre (W/WW track)
Present Bond Financing Options, Klein Lecture Hall (management track)
Bank Financing/PENNVEST/Bond Market, Klein Lecture Hall (management track)

3-3:15 p.m. Vendor displays, McMillan Center Lobby (all tracks)
3:15-4:45 p.m.
		
		
		

Concurrent sessions
Trench Training (Part 2), Wachovia Theatre (W/WW track)
Source Water Protection, Klein Lecture Hall (management track)
Tips & Tricks Working with Your Engineer, Klein Lecture Hall (management track)

4:45 p.m. HAPPY HOUR!

PRESENTATIONS
MORNING PROGRAMS
CHEMICAL SAFETY – SSM
This course will cover numerous aspects of chemical safety commonly found in water and wastewater facilities. Topics include
the preparation and use of safety protocols and procedures, review of regulatory requirements and safety planning and hazard
communication plans. I will cover laboratory safety, bulk storage and chemical feed systems operations.
PENNSYLVANIA INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT AUTHORITY – PENNVEST
This presentation will include types of eligible funding, eligible applicants, process and impact of the federal infrastructure bill funds
on the PENNVEST program.
UTILIZING ULTRA-LOW RANGE CHLORINE ANALYSIS TO OPTIMIZE DECHLORINATION PROCESSES – HACH CO.
Dechlorination is utilized in both the drinking water and wastewater industries for permit limit compliance on discharges and for
protection of reverse osmosis (RO) membranes in drinking and industrial water treatment. This presentation will discuss utilizing
ultra-low range chlorine analysis for optimizing dichlorination practices through more efficient oversight and operation.
SUPPLY CHAIN UPDATE – ENTECH
Roundtable: What’s the Latest in Supply Chain Shortages? Current issues and new ways of getting projects designed, budgeted and
completed will be discussed, with solutions from Owners, Operators, Engineers and Suppliers.

MID-DAY PROGRAMS
THE LEGISLATIVE/REGULATORY UPDATE – SSM
Will provide current information on Pennsylvania and Federal Legislative and Regulatory activity of interest to the water and
wastewater industries.
ALBRIGHT COLLEGE SCIENCE RESEARCH INSTITUTE PRESENTS CUTTING EDGE RESEARCH TO ADDRESS PROBLEMS
WITH WATER – SRI
Participants will be introduced to cutting-edge research conducted at Albright College Science Research Institute involving PFOA
and PFOS and anti-biotic resistant genes in water sources. Participants will how to collaborate with the institute on future research
opportunities to address persistent biological and chemical problems with drinking water production and wastewater treatment.
Opportunities to provide awareness of professional and technical careers in watershed management, water production and wastewater
treatment will also be discussed.
BUILDING A PUBLIC SUPPORT COALITION – READING AREA WATER AUTHORITY – RAWA
Capital projects are a reality in the Water and Sewer service arena. Whether the project is small or large, unless you are financing the
project without any outside funds (and you shouldn’t be), building consensus is required to secure outside funding. Some projects
are larger than normal and may cross over multiple municipalities and many local, county, state and federal representatives. If your
project is very big like the RAWA dam restoration project, the consensus building and public awareness campaign are key to their
success. This session will concentrate on RAWA’s efforts to bring all representatives together to pursue project approval and financing.

PRESENTATIONS
AFTERNOON PROGRAMS
TRENCH TRAINING – PA AMERICAN WATER
Trenches represent a number of hazards; recognition of the hazards and elements of work practices needed for safe routine work or
to prepare for an emergency will contribute to reduced risk of injury. This offering will inform the participants of the possible health
and safety concerns unique to trenching and excavation. Participants will learn about safety considerations and proper practices to
reduce hazards during excavation.
TIPS & TRICKS WORKING WITH YOUR ENGINEER – ARRO CONSULTING
This presentation will review strategies for effectively dealing with your consulting engineer. It will review the creation and negotiation
of work scope and fees, dealing with administrative issues such as invoicing and progress reports, and tackle the always tricky
construction cost estimating.
PRESENT BOND FINANCING OPTIONS/BANK FINANCING/PENNVEST BOND MARKET – RAYMOND JAMES/FOX ROTHSCHILD/
FIRST NATIONAL BANK
Will discuss current economic conditions, interest rates and financing options available to municipal issuers including bank financing,
bond financing, state and federal programs, interim financing and options for the structuring of the debt to maximize flexibility.
Fox Rothschild will discuss legal considerations for issuance of debt including Revenue Issues, Guaranteed revenue issues, general
obligation issues and the legal/rating considerations issuers should be mindful of. We will also discuss the tax-exempt issuance
process for PA municipal issuers.
SOURCE WATER PROTECTION – PA RURAL WATER
Source water protection has progressed over the past several decades with the advent of more advanced GIS technologies, rigorous
delineations of sources, the development of partnerships needed to fulfill the management goals set forth by water utilities. This class
will walk through the partnerships and tools available for water utilities to begin, engage or re-engage with source water protection
efforts in their respective communities. Our water sources are the keystone to our supply, and worth the effort to secure.

SPEAKER BIOS
RYAN BROCKMAN joined Raymond James in 2022 as a vice president in the Lancaster, Pennsylvania Municipal Finance office. Brockman
provides research, structuring and transaction support to a broad range of tax-exempt and taxable municipal issuers throughout
Pennsylvania including school districts, counties, cities, townships, boroughs and municipal water and sewer authorities. Brockman
previously worked at RBC Capital Markets and Public Financial Management. He received a Bachelor of Science degree in business
administration from Kutztown University and is a registered securities representative, holding Series 7, 52, 63 and 79 licenses.
SERENA DIMAGNO has 49 years of experience in water and wastewater system investigation, design, operations and treatment,
management, regulatory negotiation, permitting and compliance. She has held leadership positions in both the private and public
sectors including business development, client relationship management and marketing, in addition to managing her own consulting
firm for 20 years. Although semi-retired, she is currently a senior environmental consultant for the SSM Group, Inc. DiMagno is a
graduate of Chatham University and has received a number of awards for distinguished service to her fields. DiMagno is currently
serving as chair of the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection Agency’s Small Systems Technical Advisory Committee.
KYLE DURKO works as a senior health and safety specialist for Pennsylvania American Water’s operations in eastern Pa. In this role,
Durko leads health and safety committees; leads root-cause investigations for safety, environmental, and operational incidents and
identifies and mitigates hazards in water and wastewater treatment plants and on utility construction sites. Prior to his current role,
Durko worked as a regional safety supervisor for CJ Drilling. Durko holds a BS degree in occupational safety and health from Columbia
Southern University, and he is a certified EMT, firefighter, and OSHA outreach trainer for OSHA-10 and OSHA-30.
KAYLA GORDON graduated from Cornell University in 2019, and in 2020 found her way to the Albright College Science Research
Institute. As a former student and intern in the program, Gordon had the opportunity to foster her love of research at a young age
before continuing her research journey in Mariana Wolfner’s Lab at Cornell University and Jean-Christophe Billeter’s Lab at the
University of Groningen, Netherlands. Coming full circle to now be a director for the program that changed her life has been an honor.
She hopes to “pay it forward” and inspire the next generation of students to follow their passions and curiosities.
CHRISTINE GUNSAULLUS is a senior project manager at Entech Engineering, Inc., with unique blend of education and field
experience. Dual engineering degrees from Drexel University, coupled with 28 years of storage tank building, repairing, and coatings
inspection experience earned her the title ‘Storage Tank Queen.’ She frequently presents at regional and national municipal, water
and wastewater conferences, where she shares tank tips and explains how to prevent coating catastrophes.
PAUL HANDKE is a drinking water application development manager for Hach. Previously, Handke worked at DEP for over 25 years
including being the lead in the development of Pennsylvania’s Drinking Water Distribution Optimization program and providing
technical and managerial assistance to small systems. From 2014-2016, Handke was the Tideflex Mixing System product manager
for Red Valve Company in Carnegie, Pa. Handke has experience developing and delivering technical training and has a background
in drinking water and wastewater fields. Handke graduated from Pennsylvania State University with a Bachelor of Science degree in
environmental resource management and holds state drinking water and wastewater operator certifications.
MARCUS HITE is a senior vice president and commercial banking team leader with First National Bank. In this role, Hite manages the
commercial team serving Cumberland, Dauphin, Franklin throughout the Central Pennsylvania market. Marcus is primarily responsible
for commercial banking and partners with additional business lines in the bank, including; capital markets, treasury management,
leasing, wealth management, insurance and private banking. Hite has 18 years of banking experience, including positions at Fulton
Bank and PNC Bank in both commercial and public finance divisions. In this capacity, Hite managed relationships from $10mm to
$1b in total assets, as well as several large relationships with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Hite is a graduate of the University
of Delaware, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in political science.

DAWN HISSNER, DEP is the environmental program manager for DEP’s Safe Drinking Water (SDW) program. She oversees coordination
and implementation of program planning and regulation, policy and training development to assure consistency and effective program
enforcement used in the SDW program. Before joining administration in DEP’s Harrisburg office, Hissner was a water supply field
inspector in both the Poconos and the Reading area. Throughout her 25 years with the DEP, she has provided technical assistance
and guidance to field staff, co-workers, facility operators and owners, accredited laboratory staff, professional organizations and the
public relating to compliance with the applicable statutes and regulations covering the operation of public water systems. Hissner
earned a B.S. from Penn State University.
SCOTT KRAMER is a managing director in the municipal finance department. He joined Raymond James in 2022 after 22 years at RBC
Capital Markets and has over 29 years of municipal finance experience. During that time, he has structured and completed hundreds
of different types of financings for Pennsylvania school districts, local governments and authorities. He has extensive experience
developing new money, refunding and restructuring municipal bond transactions. These transactions have varied from traditional
fixed rate bonds to variable rate bonds, bank notes and bond pool borrowings. Kramer is a registered securities representative and
maintains Series 7, 52 and 63 licenses.
ALLISON MACCHI is a managing director in the municipal finance department. She joined Raymond James in 2022 after 11 years
at RBC Capital Markets and has over 15 years of municipal finance experience. She currently focuses on serving K-12 and general
municipal clients in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Macchi has provided senior-managed investment banking and quantitative
services on hundreds of sole-managed bond issues and note placements in Pennsylvania for a variety of clients including school
districts, counties, local governments and water and sewer authorities. She received a degree in management from Purdue University
and currently holds the Series 7, 63, 79 and 50 licenses.
JOHN MIRAVICH, J.D., partner. Earning degrees from the Pennsylvania State University Dickinson School of Law (J.D.) and Bloomsburg
University of Pennsylvania (B.A.) Miravich concentrates a significant part of his practice in municipal law, government affairs and
advising local governments on legal and financial issues. He represents these entities in contract negotiations and advises them
on litigation avoidance and insurance coverage issues. Additionally, he has worked with local governments on various construction
projects including water and wastewater projects and administrative buildings.
MARY ANN B. MOFFITT is a senior vice president and commercial banking team leader with First National Bank, where she manages
the commercial team serving Berks and Schuylkill counties. Moffitt is primarily responsible for commercial banking, as well as her
team’s partnerships with retail, capital markets, insurance, private banking, treasury management, leasing and wealth management.
Moffitt has more than 25 years of banking experience. Prior to joining First National Bank, she spent five years at Customers Bank as
senior vice president. Additionally, Moffitt spent 23 years at Fulton Bank in commercial lending and private banking positions. Moffitt
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in finance from St. Joseph’s University, attended the Central Atlantic School of Commercial
Lending Bucknall University and graduated from Leadership Berks. Moffitt currently serves on the board of Habitat for Humanity of
Berks County and is a member of the Women 2 Women Council of the Greater Reading Chamber Alliance.
BILL MURRAY is executive director of the Reading Area Water Authority (RAWA). Prior to joining RAWA, Murray served as a board
member on the Western Berks Water Authority for 15 years, five as Chairman. Murray developed a program for RAWA to replace any
lead services into owner occupied properties at no cost to the property owner. Currently Murray serves as vice chairman on the Berks
County Water and Sewer Association and is a member of the Albright College Center for Excellence in Local Government advisory
board. He is a former Wyomissing councilman, Wyomissing Area School board director and one of the founders of Berks County Black
Balloon -- an organization dedicated to increasing opioid awareness in Berks County.
EDWARD C. OVERBERGER has 40 years of managerial and leadership experience in the public and private sectors. As a prior
small business owner and current Township Supervisor Overberger is proficient in financial analysis and budgeting. He develops
funding opportunities including low interest loans and grants to find capital for improvement projects. His career has focused in
the construction industry including wastewater treatment facilities from smaller pre-packaged plants for both private and public
sectors up to large municipal facilities. Overberger has been a township supervisor for more than 24 years and currently serves as
the township supervisor roadmaster. He offers understanding and experience in dealing with many of the issues facing borough and
township officials. Overberger received a B.S. in business administration and marketing from Bloomsburg University and is currently
serving as first vice president of the Berks County Association of Township Officials.

TESRA L. SCHLUPP is senior project manager for Pennsylvania Infrastructure Investment Authority (PENNVEST). Schlupp began her
commonwealth career in 1992 with the Department of Transportation in the financial analysis maintenance and evaluation unit. She
joined the PENNVEST staff in 1998 as a member of the chief counsel’s office, serving first as a legal assistant and then supervisor/
office manager. As PENNVEST Region III project specialist and senior project manager, Schlupp serves 15 counties in south central
Pa., in the funding and implementation of water, sewer, brownfield remediation, stormwater and nutrient reduction projects. Schlupp
serves as the PENNVEST nutrient credit specialist as well as the PENNVEST lead in the development of the Center for Water Quality
Excellence. A native of the state, Schlupp attended Slippery Rock University and Harrisburg Area Community College where she
studied computer science and environmental engineering.
KEVIN SHELTON works as a manager of health and safety for Pennsylvania American Water’s operations in eastern Pa. In this role,
Shelton develops and implements programs to ensure compliance with federal, state and local regulations, such as process safety
management, permit-required confined space entry and respirator safety. Shelton has 13 years of experience in water and wastewater
operations management at both Pennsylvania American Water and the City of Coatesville Authority. Shelton also has nine years of
experience leading waterworks operator trainings for the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. Shelton holds MBA
and BA degrees from Alvernia University, and he is a retired flight leader supervisor (aircraft loadmaster) for the U.S. Air Force
reserves.
CHRIS SPOHN is the director of project development for Albright College Science Research Institute. In this role, Spohn is responsible
for developing relationships with local businesses, organized labor and local governments to partner with classroom teachers in
maximizing innovation and entrepreneurship in their lesson design. He also works with these same organizations to identify cutting
edge research and complex problems in their industries. Spohn also works with a group of Science Research Institute students known
as the Schuylkill Watershed Research Team (SWeRT). The Berks County Water and Sewer Association’s support of SWeRT is critical to
providing students the opportunity to complete research on complex problems involving microplastics, as well as perfluorooctanoic
and perfluorooctanesulfonic acids.
DANIEL STANDISH is senior operations specialist for SSM, with over 37 years of experience in the operations, maintenance and
management of water and wastewater systems. His responsibilities in SSM’s water and wastewater engineering department are
primarily client and project management, including coordination and supervision of water treatment, distribution, sewage collection,
sewage treatment, discharge and capital improvement projects. He holds a Class A, E Water Operators license with Subclasses 1, 2,
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. His experience also involves providing technical and cost proposals for water and wastewater
projects in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Ney York, Maryland and Virginia, and providing on-call certified operator services for numerous
clients. He is adept in completing federal and state regulatory reporting and permitting requirements.
KURTIS WAGNER is a sourcewater protection specialist for Pennsylvania Rural Water Association (PRWA). He has an eclectic
experience including working in the non-profit realm, teaching and coaching various ages, but originally studied civil engineering with
an environmental focus at Penn State University. Through PRWA, Wagner works with community water systems across Pennsylvania
to develop comprehensive sourcewater protection plans, update existing plans, assist on-site with implementation efforts, provide
public education and connect potential partners across wider collaborative efforts.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR PRESENTERS

PA American and SSM provided 5 hours of wastewater and water operator credits.
RAWA, SRI and SSM contributed 1 conference credit.

THANK YOU TO THE VENDORS
AC Schultes
Albright School of Professional Studes (SPS)
AquaSmart, Inc.
ARRO
Barry Isett
Benesch
CLA-VAL
Dallas Data
Entech
Exeter Supply
Hach
Keystone Engineering
Kozloff Stoudt Attorneys
LB Water

Mueller Company
National Water Specialties Company
PA American
PA Rural
RAWA
Raymond James
Rick Stock Law
Riordan Materials Corporation
Rockacy
SSM
Surburban Testing Labs
United States Pipe & Foundry Co., LLC
VEGA
Vortex Companies

IT’S YOUR JOURNEY
(WE HAVE THE MAP)

We’ve added Bachelor’s degree programs in Addictions Studies and Interdisciplinary Studies
and Master’s degree programs in Applied Psychology, Athletic Leadership and Business
Administration to expand your options to reach your personal and professional goals.
Visit albright.edu/SPS to learn about the nearly 20 different School of Professional Studies
degrees and certification programs to accelerate your career and pursue your passions.

Online or in person classes fit your schedule
Just $383/credit (compared to $500 at other colleges)
Complete a course in just weeks (not months)
Dedicated academic coach to guide you

START YOUR SUCCESS!
sps@albright.edu | 610.921.7799 | albright.edu/sps

- U.S. News and World Report

ON BEHALF OF THE BERKS COUNTY WATER AND SEWER ASSOCIATION,
THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING OUR CONFERENCE.
Chairman: Chip Bilger, Western Berks Water Authority
Vice Chairman: Bill Murray, Reading Area Water Authority
Secretary: Matt Walborn, Western Berks Water Authority
Treasurer: Paul Janssen, Center for Excellence in Local Government
AT-LARGE BOARD MEMBERS
Marc Miller, Exeter Supply
Bob Gensemer, City of Reading
Art Auchenbach, Riordan Materials Corporation
Paul Darrah, Spring Township
Kent Himelright, Berks County Conservation District
Nicholas Johnson, Johnson Environmental Engineering
Berks County Board of Commissioners Representative: Christian Leinbach

For upcoming events and news please visit

ALBRIGHT.EDU/LOCALGOV

