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Replanting Coal Lands

BY Stephen J. Pytak, Pottsville Association and
Republican; May 2, 2009 Schuylkill Conservation
District, which :
organized this project,
Last May, the first Appalachian a reforestation initiative
Regional Reforestation which is the first of its
Initiative (ARRI) project was kind in the anthracite
completed in Schuylkill County. region.

This coming spring, two more
similar projects are being
planned for the Schuylkill River
Watershed.

Edited by SAN editorial Staff

They were among the
25 volunteers who
donned gardening
gloves and rain
ponchos and wielded
dibbles, a hand-held
gardening tool, to plant about
2,000 tree seedlings on land

Reiche

Pottsville Republican Article:

Despite overcast skies and
occasional drops of rain, Kathy
Boyer, Tower City, pushed her
fingers into rocky coal land in
Foster Township...and planted
hardwood seedlings.

leased by Mountaintop Coal
Mining Inc., Elysburg. Wiping

alt  wildl hel p
the streams cleaner, provide
some clean air and habitat for
ani mal s, 0 sai d Surface Mining/Volunteer In
retired Tri-Valley High School  Service To America for the
teacher. She and her husband, Schuylkill Headwaters
Terry Boyer, 67, are volunteers Association, Pottsville.

for the Schuylkill Headwaters The Schuylkill Headwaters

owned by Schuylkill County and

sweat and rain drops from their
< brows, the volunteers completed

the planting in four hours, said

Michael Myers of the Office of

(Photo by Eric Brummer) (From left) David Hamilton, OSM;
Paul Lohin, Schuylkill County Conservation District; Bill

rt, Schuylkill Headwaters Association; Frank

Staudenmeier, Schuylkill County Commissioner; Tim
Vought, Mountaintop Coal Mining Inc; and Michael Myers
OSM/VISTA .

Association and Schuylkill

Conservation District partnered
with the Appalachian Regional

Reforestation Initiative, the
Appalachian Coal Country

Watershed Team and the Eastern

Coal Regional Roundtable to

said.

George Rieger, chief of the U.S.

Office of Surface Mining
Recl amati on
Pittsburgh Field Division,

Harrisburg, was sweating in the
Continued on Page 3

Schuylkill Watershed Congress

firms and government agencies. W

DELAWA

RIVERKEEPER'

in understanding, protecting and re

T March 13, 2010

The 2010 Schuylkill Watershed Congress will feature concurrent
and poster sessions covering a broad range of watershed topics
and exhibits by watershed organizations, environmental consulting

ith a focus on networking across

disciplines and a goal of presenting new information about water-
shed restoration, the annual Schuylkill Watershed Congress has
become a highly anticipated event for watershed citizens interested

storing their local streams.

Whether you are a volunteer dedicated to improving your watershed, a municipal official

who cares about water resources, a conservation professi

onal charged with protecting our

waterways, a teacher who wants to inform others about watersheds, or a student who
wants to know more about stream function, the Schuylkill Watershed Congress offers

something for you.

To register, visit: http://delawareriverkeeper.org/aboutus/e

vents.asp

nfake this project possible, Myers

and

Enf



http://delawareriverkeeper.org/aboutus/events.asp
http://www.schuylkillwaters.org/
mailto:Tdavidock@delawareestuary.org?subject=SAN%20Connections
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The Types of Projects

e Streambank Fencing
e Animal Crossing

e Buffer Plantings

¢ Conservation Plans

Photograph courtesy
John Strickler/The Mercury
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this an
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increasingly
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Pottstown New

Year
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Ag Workgroup Kicks off New Program:
Berks County Partners for Clean Water

Partners for Clean Water is
a new initiative in Berks
County that has been devel-
oped to assist local farmers
and businesses to work
together to protect our
waterways. Clean Water is
the lifeblood of a community,
and everyone has a role in
protecting this valuable
resource. An important tool in
protecting our water supply is
the use of best management
practices (BMPs) on agricul-
tural properties to ensure
pesticides, fertilizers, and
animal waste is filtered out of
stormwater before they reach

local waterways.

A new effort has been initiated
in the Schuylkill River Water-
shed portion of Berks County.
The Partners for Clean Water
provides opportunities for local
businesses to contribute to the
implementation of projects that
improve farm operations, and
lead to a healthier environ-
ment. Many local farmers are
interested in incorporating
small BMPs (total cost
typically less than $2,500) into
their operations. However,
funding for these projects is
often difficult to obtain. The
goal of this program is to link

these farmers with area busi-
nesses interested protecting the
regionds water s

Donations to the program will
support a wide array of projects.
The program is run on a voluntary
basis. Potential projects from
interested property owners will be
evaluated and prioritized. Tax
deductible donations from area
businesses will then be used to
fund specific projects, selected by
the donor, or will be pooled with
other donations and used on the
highest priority projects. The initial
funding for the program has been
provided through a grant from the
William Penn Foundation.

For more information or to participate in this program, please contact:

Matt Bixler

PH: 610-621-2000
matt.bixler@ssmgroup.com

SPOTTS | STEVENS | MCCOY

Lorri Swan

Berks County Conservancy

PH: 610-372-4992
Lorri.Swan@berks-conservancy.org

B-r-r-r-r-r-r-ave souls take polar bear plunge

4 By Evan Brandt, Mercury

| January 2, 2010
Edited by the SAN Editorial Staff

"If this is the dumbest thing

=& you do all year, then you'll be

all right." It was with this
sanguine observation that
Todd Crosley of Pottstown
apparently convinced four
other friends to leap into the
Schuylkill River on New
Year's Day. "We figured we
should start the year stupid,”
seconded Ed Curry, who,
along with Brad Scherer and
brothers Jarrod and Justin
Wysock, joined Crosley in the
Hidden River's frigid waters
Friday.

trad beohrs%,QhEyQNeren‘t alone.

Seventy other brave souls,
now officially "polar bears" all,

jumped in as well & all part of

a Pottstown tradition that is

Last year's Polar Bear Plunge
attracted only 57 people who
thought jumping into a frigid
river in January is a good
idea. Also larger was the
overall crowd that showed up
in Riverfront Park, not only to
watch the shivery spectacle,
but also to warm their bones
by the bonfire that now marks
the beginning of every year in
Pottstown. Perhaps it was the
temperature of the air, which,
at around 37 degrees, was
distinctly warmer than the

windy 20 degrees that charac-

terized last year's celebration.

You can ask Mark Derix of
Pottstown, who had "2010"
written on his back and was
joined by 11-year-old Michael
Walker and Amanda Walker,
also both of Pottstown. This
was their second time in and,
once out, Derix declared the

seemingly growing every year.

"air warmer than last year, but
the water colder than last year."

Schlegel said 75 people signed
up for the plunge, making this an
increasingly popular Pottstown
New Year's tradition. Ron
Downie, who helped spearhead
the efforts to make Riverfront
Park a centerpiece of the bor-
ough's identity, was on hand
Friday morning and said he is
pleased by the growing turn out.
"It has to have a constancy,"
Downie said of the bonfire and
river plunge, "so people know it
will happen every year and the
business of jumping into the river
has certainly added something
to the event." "The objective is to
get people to come down here
and realize they can use and
experience the park 12 months a
year," Downie said.

Click here to read the entire article.
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http://www.pottsmerc.com/articles/2010/01/02/news/srv0000007227834.txt
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Schuylkill Scholastic Students Awards
frjn, Donét forget t oVNAargsope agigns fafyqugschool candoto
= "R

_ on your project for the help protect source water?
Schuylkill Scholastic Students
Awards. The award
recognizes schools, colleges
and universities that protect
water through educational
programs, class projects or
land management practices.

Create a Rain Garden - A rain garden is an area
planted with wild flowers and other native vegetation
that soaks up rain water, mainly from a roof.

Plant Trees - Trees reduce the amount of polluted
stormwater that would normally flow directly into
stormdrains and streams.

Awards will be given to elementary, middle, high school and

college levels. Winning schools receive an award accompanied Buffer Your Stream -Est abl i shing a #fi
by a prize valued at $200 and recogpnition at a award ceremony ~along the stream bank on your campus can offer
in May. protection from pollution and erosion.

For more info http://www.schuylkillwaters.org/
and click on APPLY NOW: 2010 Drinking Water Scholastic Awards

EPA Hosts Video Competition to Promote PRIZES:
6Three Rsd of Consumer ' jspace-s2500
2" Place - $1,500

The U.S. Stuff, Our C h consumption and its effect on "

Environmental Feb. 16. oneds environme 3" Place _‘ $1,000 r
Protection Entries should be either 30 11 yinning submissions will be 2 Student Winners (13
Agency is or 60 seconds in length. announced in April 2010 in time t0 18 years oLd) 9500
sponsoring a The video should creatively ¢ the 40" anniversary of eac

video contest  promote steps individuals g5 pay. Awards will be For more information
that challenges fllmmakers to and .or.gafnlzatlons. can take given to the top three videos,  on the contest :
produce short, creative videos  to minimize negative as well as a s phﬁp?/' 1S/ u d
.AMR/\A/.ep .

that highl i ght trdvieonnferdtdhimmaes RSQNi?]fner o cat egoryy e‘?v&‘y(?d}'He%' Ve
individual consumption: reduce,  within their communities on ¢ < \pmissions by persons 13 st vi

reuse, and recycle. The agency the topics of reducing and ;) 1g years old at the time of
is accepting submissions for the reusing, recycling, entry.
contest, cal | ed cdinposting, &t anet |, Our

Abandoned Mine reclamation ...continued

areas where they deforested Chestnut Foundation and the
Pennsylvania Game
Commission are donating trees.
They will include American
chestnut, Washington hawthorn,

C an area, to put it back to
: forest. We 6re just
them to use ha

Rieger said. .

crab apple, white oak, sawtooth
Mountaintop Coal, which oak, Norway spruce and white
leases the land from the pine.

county for a strip mine i
field Friday' rlpp|ng up earth Operation, has donated time The SChUyIk”l Headwaters

with a dibble. and equipment to prepare the Assomangn will be_ giving a
presentation on this project at

iweove taken th@ndforheprpieet v t e Schuylkill Watershed

out and do public tree plantings BIILRelllf.nert’ p(;eS|dent of the Congress in March. Information
only in the past four or five Sc uylkil Hea _waters .. about the upcoming ARRI
years. Before that, surface Association, sa|d-the. projectis projects will be posted on the
mining operators were _cost-fr_ee. Orgamz‘_anons SAN website as soon as more
encouraged, particularly in including the American information becomes available.
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http://www.schuylkillwaters.org/news_files/2010%20SAN%20Scholastic%20Awards%20Flyer.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/waste/wycd/video
http://www.epa.gov/waste/wycd/video

